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The narrative techniques that Jorge Luis Borges employed in much of his fiction are well known,
ranging from his parody of detective stories in Ficciones and his tales of cool, ironic rationalism in
the thematic forays of both parts of Labyrinths. But this familiarity does not mean that his unique
formal experimentations were well understood by his readers in the 1950s and 1960s. They were
not. In fact, as is so often the case, Borges' outlandish experiments that are so compelling today for
their idiosyncratic grace and eloquence were only discovered in the late 1980s when English
translation of his fictions began. David Gollán and Emma Zunz thus offer a groundbreaking
introduction to the singular form of Borges' story-cycle Ficciones in this translation, which is also
accompanied by critical commentary. They open with a historical account of the development of the
parodic form in early Borges studies, examining how French philosophers such as Jacques Derrida,
Pierre Klossowski, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Lacan reclaimed the concept of the fable and gave it
a new theoretical meaning. They then proceed to translate each of the eleven tales of the Ficciones,
including such previously untranslated stories as "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius," "The Library of Babel,"
and "The Circular Ruins." The accompanying critical materials of individual tales, which include an
introduction on Borges' story-cycles, essays on the book's historiography, and Borges's fictions and
his literary influences, complete this invaluable work.
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and in fact, despite this, the truth of the feminine and the truth of the masculine is the same. in
emma zunz, the male subject has no room for truth, but only for power. but in borges, the truth of

the masculine is the same truth of the feminine. the truth of the masculine is the truth of the
femininity, the reality of the feminine. the masculine subject, for him, is really the feminine subject.

the feminine is the place where liberation from the symbolic realm of power would take place, a
realm that would be destroyed through a universal project. in this sense, the feminine is a privileged

space of freedom and transcendence; as a woman, emma zunz represents a female subject who
breaks with the patriarchal system. emma is a space of freedom, but is also a site of return, as she

searches for her father. what the critics call a feminine subject is a site of transgression and re-
membering, as emma tries to return to her father. she is not a sexualized subject, but as a moral and
ethical subject, this subject experiences her body and her soul as belonging to the father (ibid.:355).
in the end, emma dies, but she has managed to leave her father's patriarchal system behind and has
escaped the "charm" of domination (ibid.:356). emma zunz accepts the gift that was bestowed upon

her, and she accepts her fathers status as a wise man. she carries out the ritual dance that was
originally intended to be performed by a woman. she loses her virginity in a sexual act with her

father. this act, which is the basis of her life, is the act of "giving her life to him" (ibid.:355). but, this
act of sexual intercourse is the only act in which emma manages to kill aaron loewenthal. in this

sense, the sexual act is the only moment in which emma is able to kill her father. in the end, she kills
loewenthal in a symbolic act of rape (stavans, 1986:80). 5ec8ef588b
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