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regards the mechanism of hypertension during
pregnancy, the authors conducted a
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3 years. They were divided into two
groups--with and without pregnancy-induced
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the criteria defined by the National High Blood

Pressure Education Program (NHBPEP). With the
division into two groups, the group without

hypertension had 9 patients and the group with
hypertension had 41. In the control group, in

which there was no hypertension in pregnancy,
the following parameters were evaluated: the

volume and the surface area of the central and
the peripheral villi, the number and size of
nuclei, the volume and surface area of the

trophoblast, and the morphological properties
of the endothelium of the maternal arteries. In
the group with hypertension, values of all the
parameters, except the surface area of the
maternal uterine arteries, were increased

compared to the control group. Data obtained
from the study allowed the authors to suggest
that the increased thickness of the maternal

uterine arteries, especially the placenta, stem
from an inflammatory reaction due to the
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pathological condition of the placenta. The
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hypertension is not clear but the severity of the
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