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historian of the classical period of
Islamic history and may be termed
as the first social scientist. Among
all the writings of Ibn Khaldun, the
Muqaddimah (The official and
unofficial history of al-Andalus in its
Arabic and Spanish forms) written
in the 1370s is most remembered.
He is an Arabist who uses his own
native language of Arabic to
express his thoughts. This is the
famous book by Ibn Khaldun where
he explores the causes of the
downfall of Al-Andalus. Khaldun's
life was an unremarkable one,
notable only for his awakening, in
the 1340s, to the real problems of
humanity, problems which had



hitherto been seen through the eyes
of theologians or jurists. His career
as a philosopher-historian was
rather brief. Biography Ibn Khaldun
was born in the small village of
Beruit, in present-day Tunisia, in
1332 or 1333. His father's position
as an amir (Arabic: امير) or chief of
Beruit came naturally, for the
ruling castellan family was first
among equals. Ibn Khaldun writes
that his father had been a
successful trader and was known to
be a humble, well-mannered and
just man. However, he did not
mention how far the family had
risen in social status or power.
Even if his father had never been



known as a successful trader, it
would be safe to assume that he
was not a man of humble origins.
Beruit, like most parts of the
Islamic North African world, was
then seething with local
insurrections against the rule of the
neighbouring Ayyubid sultanate of
Egypt, in particular the astute and
ambitious Sultan an-Nasir
Muhammad al-Hasan the
Magnificent. Like many locals,
Khaldun became involved in these
insurrections. Later in life, he held
one of the most important positions
in the Berber army, being the
commander of the notorious Bougie
Army. Khaldun never clearly



mentioned if he participated in the
first Algerian or Granadan, or
Algerian-Granadan (Algeria &
Morocco) insurrections against the
Ayyubid s 04aeff104c
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